
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Kiana Cox       

Department: Sociology      Phone Number: (618) 650-5696 

E-mail Address: kicox@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1455 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

None. 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [ X ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [ X ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9 

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  
Sociology Department, PH 1221 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
I am currently starting research project entitled, "New Directions in Black Movements: Structure, Leadership, and 

Black Twitter". In the first phase of this project, I put together an invited panel to bring together scholars and 

activists that are working on Black Lives Matter at the American Sociological Association's most recent annual 

meeting. The second phase of this project is to apply the theoretical frameworks from my previous research and this 

panel to a new data set that will assess the goals and leadership structure of this movement in comparison to those of 

the Civil Rights Movement. The first part of this second phase is data collection and analysis for a content analysis 

of Black Lives Matter websites and identification of a sample of St. Louis organizations for interviews. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The student will be responsible for: 1) Visiting the websites of the co-sponsors and supporters of the Movement for 

Black Lives platform; 2) Identifying the leadership and membership structure of the organization as well as their 

mission, goals, programs, initiatives, and/or protest actions; 3) coding each of those elements according to a coding 

scheme that the student and Dr. Cox will collaboratively develop (based on the theoretical frameworks from Dr. 

Cox's previous research and those developed during the ASA panel); 4) Analyzing those codes according to 

grounded theory methods in order to develop a new conceptual model about contemporary African American social 

justice movement formations; 5) Generating a list of local organizations that Dr. Cox can contact for interviews. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

They should have learned: 1) The methodological nuances of content analysis; 2) Coding textual data using 

grounded theory; 3) The importance of conducting theoretically informed data collection and analysis; 4) The 

importance of linking current data findings to previous literature in the field of social justice movements; 5) The 

strength of qualitative methods of inquiry for exploring a new research area. 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Students should have taken and successfully passed SOC 302 - Social Research Methods 

 


